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Before Commerce, A

Connection to the Divine.

The sacred role of tobacco among the
Taino and Mayan peoples was not for
recreation but as a vehicle for spiritual
communication.

In the Cohoba ritual, inhaled substances
including tobacco allowed chieftains to
commune with deities and ancestors.
From its origin, consumption was tied

to status and power.
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The Age of Hegemony:
Cuba’s Undisputed Terroir.

The Perfect Storm: A unique combination of
soil, climate, and the native ‘Tabaco Negro
Cubano’ variety established Cuba’s global

dominance. :
The Spanish Estanco: King Felipe V's 1717

royal monopoly inadvertently acted as a brand
protection mechanism, cementing the
reputation and quality of Cuban tobacco.
Havana as the Epicenter: The rise of
legendary 19th-century factories like Partagas

and H. Upmann transformed tobacco into a
complex artisanal manufacture.
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The Alchemical Craft of the Leaf.

Biological Transformation

Fermented

Curing: Slow drying for 30-60 days Fermentation: Leaves are stacked in pilones at up to 60°C to develop complex
removes moisture. flavors.
Architecture of Flavor

’ Ligero: Top leaves, providing strength.
@ Seco: Middle leaves, the soul of the aroma.

ﬂ Volado: Bottom leaves, ensuring perfect combustion.

The Standard: Totalmente a Mano (Totally by Hand)
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August 6, 1960: The Day the World Broke.

Fidel Castro’s speech announcing the nationalization of industries was the critical blow. The
state seized the physical assets—the factories and fields—but could not capture the intangible
knowledge. o i o
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The Diaspora of Excellence: An Exodus of Know-How

Following the nationalization, a wave of
master blenders, factory owners, and
torcedores made the difficult decision to
leave, carrying with them three priceless
assets:

o

e The Seeds: The genetic stock of
Tabaco Negro Cubano.

e The Blends: The secret formulas
for iconic brands.

¢ The Process: The institutional

memory of the Totalmente a Mano
craft.
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New Terroirs, Ancient Craft

Dominican Republic Nicaragua

The Dominican Republic became a refuge for Cuban families, leading to innovations like the Dominican-
grown Corojo wrapper.

Nicaragua, with its rich volcanic soil, was discovered by exiles to be ideal for producing stronger, spicier
cigars that rivaled the Cuban originals.
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A World Redefined: The Three Pillars of Premium Tobacco

Cuba

Legacy:

Historical Hegemony,
State-Controlled.

Flavor Profile:

Earthy, complex, traditionally
strong.

Key Differentiator:

The original, legendary
terroir.

Dominican Republic

Legacy:

The Cuban Diaspora’s
Primary Refuge.

Flavor Profile:

Smooth, aromatic, typically
light-to-medium.

Key Differentiator:

Transplanted know-how
meets innovation.

Nicaragua

Legacy:
Exile-Driven Resilience.

Flavor Profile:
Intense, spicy, full-bodied.

Key Differentiator:

Volcanic terroir meets Cuban
craft.
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The Iconography of Power and Defiance

A modern symbol of celebration, status,

and personal .
autonomy. From
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From Churchill’s
resilience to Freud’s

‘'supreme autonomy’ despite 33 cancer surgeries, the
cigar is an act of defiance and a marker of success,
carried on by modern icons.
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An Indelible Legacy of Nature and Nurture

NATURE NURTURE

The premium cigar’s value is an inextricable blend of Nature—the unique soils of terroir—and
Nurture—the resilient, portable human knowledge of the know-how. The Cuban Revolution,
aiming to control the industry, inadvertently became the catalyst that globalized its excellence.
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Thank You.

Questions & Answers



